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(9) Require new directors and new 
employees involved at the time of elec-
tion or hiring in transactions, relation-
ships, and activities prohibited by 
these regulations or internal policies 
to terminate such transactions within 
the same time period established for 
existing directors or employees pursu-
ant to paragraph (b)(8) of this section, 
beginning with the commencement of 
official duties, or such shorter time pe-
riod as the institution may establish. 

(10) Establish procedures providing 
for a director’s or employee’s recusal 
from official action on any matter in 
which he or she is prohibited from par-
ticipating under these regulations or 
the institution’s policies. 

(11) Establish documentation require-
ments demonstrating compliance with 
standards-of-conduct decisions and 
board policy; 

(12) Establish reporting require-
ments, consistent with this part, to en-
able the institution to comply with 
§ 620.5 of this chapter, monitor conflicts 
of interest, and monitor recusal com-
pliance; and 

(13) Establish appeal procedures 
available to any employee to whom 
any required approval has been denied. 

[59 FR 24894, May 13, 1994, as amended at 64 
FR 43048, Aug. 9, 1999] 

§ 612.2170 Standards of Conduct Offi-
cial. 

(a) Each institution’s board shall des-
ignate a Standards of Conduct Official 
who shall: 

(1) Advise directors, director can-
didates, and employees concerning the 
provisions of this part; 

(2) Receive reports required by this 
part; 

(3) Make such determinations as are 
required by this part; 

(4) Maintain records of actions taken 
to resolve and/or make determinations 
upon each case reported relative to 
provisions of this part; 

(5) Make appropriate investigations, 
as directed by the institution’s board; 
and 

(6) Report promptly, pursuant to part 
617 of this chapter, to the institution’s 
board and the Office of General Coun-
sel, Farm Credit Administration, all 
cases where: 

(i) A preliminary investigation indi-
cates that a Federal criminal statute 
may have been violated; 

(ii) An investigation results in the re-
moval of a director or discharge of an 
employee; or 

(iii) A violation may have an adverse 
impact on continued public confidence 
in the System or any of its institu-
tions. 

(b) The Standards of Conduct Official 
shall investigate or cause to be inves-
tigated all cases involving: 

(1) Possible violations of criminal 
statutes; 

(2) Possible violations of §§ 612.2140 
and 612.2150, and applicable policies and 
procedures approved under § 612.2165; 

(3) Complaints received against the 
directors and employees of such insti-
tution; and 

(4) Possible violations of other provi-
sions of this part or when the activities 
or suspected activities are of a sen-
sitive nature and could affect contin-
ued public confidence in the Farm 
Credit System. 

(c) An association board may comply 
with this section by contracting with 
the Farm Credit Bank or agricultural 
credit bank in its district to provide a 
Standards of Conduct Official. 

§ 612.2260 Standards of conduct for 
agents. 

(a) Agents of System institutions 
shall maintain high standards of hon-
esty, integrity, and impartiality in 
order to ensure the proper performance 
of System business and continued pub-
lic confidence in the System and all its 
institutions. The avoidance of mis-
conduct and conflicts of interest is in-
dispensable to the maintenance of 
these standards. 

(b) System institutions shall utilize 
safe and sound business practices in 
the engagement, utilization, and reten-
tion of agents. These practices shall 
provide for the selection of qualified 
and reputable agents. Employing Sys-
tem institutions shall be responsible 
for the administration of relationships 
with their agents, and shall take ap-
propriate investigative and corrective 
action in the case of a breach of fidu-
ciary duties by the agent or failure of 
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the agent to carry out other agent du-
ties as required by contract, FCA regu-
lations, or law. 

(c) System institutions shall be re-
sponsible for exercising corresponding 
special diligence and control, through 
good business practices, to avoid or 
control situations that have inherent 
potential for sensitivity, either real or 
perceived. These areas include the em-
ployment of agents who are related to 
directors or employees of the institu-
tions; the solicitation and acceptance 
of gifts, contributions, or special con-
siderations by agents; and the use of 
System and borrower information ob-
tained in the course of the agent’s as-
sociation with System institutions. 

§ 612.2270 Purchase of System obliga-
tions. 

(a) Employees and directors of Sys-
tem institutions, other than the Fed-
eral Farm Credit Banks Funding Cor-
poration, may only purchase joint, con-
solidated, or Systemwide obligations 
that are: 

(1) Part of an offering available to 
the general public; and 

(2) Purchased through a dealer or 
dealer bank affiliated with a member 
of the selling group designated by the 
Federal Farm Credit Banks Funding 
Corporation or purchased in the sec-
ondary market. 

(b) No director or employee of the 
Federal Farm Credit Banks Funding 
Corporation may purchase or otherwise 
acquire, directly or indirectly, except 
by inheritance, any joint, consolidated, 
or Systemwide obligation. 

Subpart B—Referral of Known or 
Suspected Criminal Violations 

SOURCE: 62 FR 24566, May 6, 1997, unless 
otherwise noted. Redesignated at 69 FR 10907, 
Mar. 9, 2004. 

§ 612.2300 Purpose and scope. 
(a) This part applies to all institu-

tions of the Farm Credit System as de-
fined in section 1.2(a) of the Farm Cred-
it Act of 1971, as amended, (Act) (12 
U.S.C. 2002(a)) including, but not lim-
ited to, associations, banks, service 
corporations chartered under section 
4.25 of the Act, the Federal Farm Cred-
it Banks Funding Corporation, the 

Farm Credit System Financial Assist-
ance Corporation, the Farm Credit 
Leasing Services Corporation, and the 
Federal Agricultural Mortgage Cor-
poration (hereinafter, institutions). 
The purposes of this part are to ensure 
public confidence in the Farm Credit 
System, to ensure the reporting of 
known or suspected criminal activity, 
to reduce potential losses to institu-
tions, and to ensure the safety and 
soundness of institutions. This part re-
quires that institutions use the Farm 
Credit Administration Criminal Refer-
ral Form (hereinafter FCA Referral 
Form) to notify the appropriate Fed-
eral authorities when any known or 
suspected Federal criminal violations 
of the type described in § 612.2301 are 
discovered by institutions. 

(b) The specific referral requirements 
of this part apply to known or sus-
pected criminal violations of the 
United States Code involving the as-
sets, operations, or affairs of an insti-
tution. This part prescribes procedures 
for referring those violations to the 
proper Federal authorities and the 
Farm Credit Administration. No spe-
cific procedural requirements apply to 
the referral of violations of State or 
local laws. 

(c) Nothing in this part should be 
construed as reducing in any way an 
institution’s ability to report known or 
suspected criminal activities to the ap-
propriate investigatory or prosecuting 
authorities, whether Federal, State, or 
local, even when the circumstances in 
which a report is required under 
§ 612.2301 are not present. 

(d) It shall be the responsibility of 
each System institution to determine 
whether there appears to be a reason-
able basis to conclude that a criminal 
violation has been committed and, if 
so, to report the matter to the proper 
law enforcement authorities for consid-
eration of prosecution. 

(e) Each referral required by 
§ 612.2301(a) shall be made on the FCA 
Referral Form in accordance with the 
FCA Referral Form instructions relat-
ing to its filing and distribution. 

[62 FR 24566, May 6, 1997. Redesignated and 
amended at 69 FR 10907, Mar. 9, 2004] 
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